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Letter 485 - 7 /19 July 1876, from Vichy

Letter 646 - 12/24 November 1877, from Venice
Letter 836 - 22 May/3 June 1878, from Brailov

Letter 4372 - 22 April/4 May 1891, from New York
Letter 4549 - 14/26 November 1891, from Maydanovo
Letter 4948 - 3/15 June 1893, from Paris

—HRMOTHE SNLDH “Letterd85” 1218764E7 H 7 Ho HIHILED “Tchaikovsky
Research” & W) H A b TIEO Y TEEOKE L E HICEFETHRIN T, LTI
BT %, °

1977 July 1876, Vichy

Dear Kolyal Thank you very much for your dear letter [1]. I am very sorry that you
were poorly, and am glad that you are well now. I will soon be coming back to Lyons,
and then we will all be together at a house in the country—you, Sanya, Modest and I [2].

I am very bored here without you and want to go very quickly to Lyons, so that I can
kiss dear Kolya, who I love, hard 1,000,000,000 times. Goodbye, my dear Kolya. If every
day you get a + [3], then the Lord will love you, and you shall always be a clever and

well behaved boy. I kiss you hard.

Petya
1. Letter from Nikolay Konradi to the composer, 5/17 June 1876.

14  http://en.tchaikovsky-research.net/pages/Nikolay_Konradi 20165E6 A 1 HEE
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2. Tchaikovsky arrived at Palavas-les-Flots on 27 July/8 August 1876, at the end of
a journey by steamship on the river Rhone from Lyons to Montpellier. He was
accompanied on his journey by his brother Modest, Nikolay Konradi, and the
latter's governess Sofya Yershova ("Sanya") .

3. The "+" mark was used by Modest Tchaikovsky when evaluating his pupil's work

to signify a positive assessment.

[1] BIF [3] £THAOVWTED, 2156 dEO TLEOIETHRE H ARG
LCTh7ze LTFHKTH %,
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Venice, 24/12 November 1877
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Dear Kolyal I was very happy to receive your letter, although sad that it was so
short. Another time write a little more to me, about what you are doing, where you are

walking, and what you are learning? (LLFHg)

I8774E11H12H /24H R= A

BELRLI—) v, BT (BOFHKD) LTHHELITELLo2TRE, BFHE D 5o
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Brailov, 22 May

I received your letter yesterday and was so happy that I leapt several times!

I really miss Modest and you, and often think about you. (H11%)

Your friend Pyotr

I kiss you many times, my dear little fellow.
18784F 5 H22H Blailoy
RIINEH & % 72O FMAE 2T o T S R EABIE W Lo 72TT,

FZEF—APEBIZEZGLTRHLL, BLEZLbDZEZBoTwh, ()
72T m S F AL FRAE L O,

“Letter4372” & Ialkk, AWML THESS, 33—V i3 d ) PETIE R L 23FAIHRD
%Eﬂ—:‘ktfof‘l\éo
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4 May/22 April 1891 New York
My dear Nikolasyal
I've just received your letter ™. It's not possible to explain how glad T am to receive

letters, especially those as extensive as yours!!l Thank youlll (##%)

[1] Letter from Nikolay Konradi to the composer, 7/19 April 1891

189144 H22H 5 H4H =a2—3—7
P15 7 5 Nikolasha
EH 1) EBOFHEZITM-720 FREZTMS 2E 2 RITHBTE v, JRICE
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“Letterd549” 135\ Tz O TLEEBFIHT 5,

14 November 1891
My dear friend Kolya
Thank you, thank you, thank you for the loan, which came in very handy. If my
thanks are overdue, this is because of the usual tribulations that accompany the
1891 staging of an opera [1] . I will thank you properly in Petersburg at the end
of the month [2] .
I embrace you.
P. Tchaikovsky

[1] Tchaikovsky's opera The Queen of Spades was staged for the first time at the
Bolshoi Theatre in Moscow on 4/16 November 1891
[2] Tchaikovsky left Maydanovo for Saint Petersburg on 24 November/6 December

ROBPELRLIEANT= v, HRIZIEHRL S5 BEE2ELTINEZ
EEBIEHT S, FIUIIEFICE THRICT 5720 b LAADEHEIREY v biE, oh
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Paris 15/3 June 1893
Dear friend Kolyal

I arrived in Paris yesterday almost directly from Cambridge.
(Hhmg)
I don't know where to write to Modya. Write to him about me.
I hug you all tightly.
P. Tchaikovsky
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The Educator

Remarkably, in his capacity as a pedagogue Modest even seems to have surpassed
Pyotr. The composer, for the most part, felt annoyance at his educational duties, and
at the earliest opportunity, supplied by the beneficent Mrs von Meck, he resigned his
professorship at the Moscow Conservatory; moreover, his relationship with individual
pupils was often stormy and dramatic. Modest, on the other hand, eminently succeeded
in the rare and difficult enterprise of surdo-pedagogics, the education of a deaf mute
pupil, Nikolay ("Kolya") Konradi, whom he taught several languages and a vast amount
of knowledge, and with whom he developed a steady companionship that lasted for
seventeen years. This not only brought about the eagerly desired admiration of his
elder brother, but must have impressed the authorities in the field, for in 1885 Modest
was offered the directorship of a special school for the deaf and mute which he declined.
None of this, however, sufficed to make Modest feel satisfied : in an unpublished letter

of 27 August/8 September 1882 he lamented his failure as a pedagogue [11].
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